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Boone County Bar Association Program
June 13, 2012

"Navigating the Labyrinth of the Circuit Clerk's
Office -- How to Get Things Done"

Speaker: Christy Blakemore, Boone County Circuit Clerk

The following questions have been submitted by three Boone County Bar Association Committees
and will be answered by the Circuit Clerk during this program:

Commercial Law Committee Questions

1. What is the procedure followed by the Circuit Clerk's Office when Suggestions of
Bankruptcy are filed in a case?
2. What is the procedure followed by the Circuit Clerk's Office when a mechanic's lien is filed?
3. What is the procedure followed by the Circuit Clerk's Office when a garnishment is filed?

a. There seems to be a delay between the time the garnishment is filed and when
it is served.  What causes the delay, and is there anything that the attorney filing the
garnishment can do to prevent the delay?

b. Oftentimes the garnishee returns the interrogatories to the Circuit Clerk when
the garnishee is supposed to return them to the attorney for the judgment creditor.  What can
be done to get these from the Clerk when case net shows them to be in the hands of the
Clerk?

c. What is the procedure if there is a garnishment running in more than one
county?

Civil Practice and Procedure Committee Questions

1. Email Docket Entry Notification:
a. Can litigants set up email notification in civil cases like is currently done in

family and criminal cases to notify attorneys of all case activity (e.g. service of pleadings on
parties?)

b. Please explain the mechanics on how to set up the email case activity
notification account and is it done per case or per lawyer?  Can it be limited to a specific
case?

2. Orders:  What is the best way to short circuit the time between an actual entry of an order
by the court and the delivery of said order to the attorney?
3. Document Access:  What is the best way to get a court order or document on an emergency
basis?  For example, if the sheriff is out a house and there is a custody dispute issue.  Can this be
done by fax or email? 
4. Confidential Case Access:  Why can't we access confidential cases, such as a juvenile,
mental health, and paternity case when we are attorney of record – with the new electronic filing
coming up, why can't we be allowed to access such cases when we are in the cases (otherwise we
have to bother a clerk to look up).  Juvenile office has access to the dockets in juvenile court, but
not the GAL and parent attorneys. 



5. Eviction Requests:  How long does it take to get a request for eviction over to the Sheriff's
Department from the Clerk's Office?  What specific process because when landlord's call the Sheriff
Dept, the Dept says they don't have the request, but the check is already cashed to the Sheriff? 
6. Summons:  How long does it take usually for a summons to be issued once the case is filed
– talking about civil cases, dissolution, associate?
7. Child Support Question:  Can someone explain really how the child support system works
once ordered?  It goes into the Family Support Payment System, then a letter is sent out to the client
to either go through a bank account or card (it costs for the card right), then payment supposed to
be made – if not, a wage withholding can be filed by either party (that's mailed to the employer –
how long does that take to get mailed out and the process started/money received?)
8. Lawyer Help:  What can lawyers do to help the Clerk process lawsuits faster or be more
efficient?

Family Law Committee Questions

1. Can we expedite motions under special circumstances?
2. Is there a published list of clerks and their telephone extensions?
3. What are the rules for special process servers?
4. What is the most annoying thing that family law attorneys do that we can change?
5. What is the process that a new divorce goes through at filing?




